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\ground breaking conservation
T project, AMUS is happy to conclude
fhat this new idea has been a great
success. We have brought together

. farmers and livestock owners to discuss

In terms of the hackings a special mention goes to that of the Le'séeﬁ Kestrel,
from which a total of aimost forty young, including one individual who was radio-
marked, were liberated. Their fidelity to the area was noted as was their | pre-
migration behaviour before they made their way south.

K ' \ e con work fogether and there A vl Five Eagle Owl chicks were reinfroduced via hacking in Homachos, which s
: . are now more than sixty-five farms, ‘vanetytt}fl . )= situated in the quartz-based sierras of central Badajoz. They were all raised in an
situated within the Nafura 2000 L“;lzgsz“ebt'Ij ; exceptional installation right on the slopes, by an adult male who is unsuitable
' network in Badajoz province, whose B 1o cking facility: e forrelease.
proprietors are prepared to P
collopboro B AMUSF?N ﬂgﬁves a3 A fotal of six birds have been radio-marked as part of the
‘conservo P e e RBaahing s \ o Y - . & : project. The latter three are frans-Saharan migrants hence
lis initself ah ’rl f g JNA we asked for the co-operation of the organisations who are
gog R 15 '_O Ve ek ezl . ") The twenty-five individuals chosen for the ased in the Straits of Gibraltar so that the
Whilst all of this work got underway in project had suffered orthopaedic and soft birds could be detected
the coun’rryside [cons’rruc’rion of tisslue injuries. Sleventeen were returned to - whilst passing on <
PublisherAmus (Accion por el Mundo Salvaje) " hackings, land i t1th : ) ' ) . AL their natural habitat. L pa 9
gs. land surveys, signage at the o : Y their migration

Apdo de correos, 6 "l ) : .
06220 Villafranca de los Barros (Badajoz) enfrance to participating fams etc.) 5 . ) : ‘ v F toAfrica.

Telf - 924-124-051 . another key part of the programme
WWW.amus.0rg.es was completed within the hospital
Facebook: AMUSoficial itself. The objective was to create a
fechnical document which described
in detail twenty-five of the patients
reated, whose problems were
relevant to the project. Of these
selected animals, seventeen were
released back into the wild
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"Montagu s Harrier
Campaign

Soon we will have reached the milesto-
ne of twenty years of work with the Mon-
fagu ‘s Harrier, the bird P = |

which set our organisa- .
tion in motion. This year

the economic support of ‘
the regional government has allowed us

to complete another season of the campaign

throughout Extremadura. We have been able fo carry out population cen-
suses, prevent nest destruction during harvesting operations, incubate
eggs and provide paediatric aftentionderehicks.admitted to the Centre.

what was an extremely busy period for AMUS.
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. ment of Extremadura (DGMN) Extremadura.

By way of thanks to Patri who was with us for a few months, working on the conservation
project and with the incubation/breeding team. Her work was of key importance during
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Increasing the awareness of farmers with regard
to conservation, and reaching agreements for fu-
ture collaboration, are the two prime objectives of
our project, which provides a model for the rest
of Spain. It has been financed and coordinated
by the Environmental Department of the Govern-

.

Ivan is in charge of the incubation and breeding
area within AMUS and he makes a great job of it. .

Specialised wils
collection service

This year we reached an important agreement with the Environ-
mental Department of the Government of Extremadura (DGMN) re-
garding the collection and roadside assistance programme for inju-
red or sick wildlife. This has allowed us o maximise our response o the
growing number of calls fo the Centre requesting help for animals in
distress. In fact, this year we have had more patients than ever before,
with almost 800 admissions o the hospital. AMUS has attended all the
call-outs received in Badajoz province, providing service 7 days a
week during all year.
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The collection of injured wild animals requires qualified personnel plus the necessary equipment for captu-
re, provision of immediate medical assistance if necessary and transportation to the AMUS facility. Birds, |
reptiles, mammals and amphibians can all be catered for.
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jS> ~"Medicine as an aid ~ Vultures for the Balkans
.U = to conservation . | A .
, Collaboration at a European level is becoming a key factor in the success

We are continuing with our spatial epidemiological studies and - of projects concermned with the conservation of endangered species. This
ﬂje analysis of P+ ' _ 1 is the reason why AMUS has become involved with a programmme for the
PRI 0 [CCIof i wid gopulciigns. o ih he chssiof reinfroduction of scavenger species in the Balkan mountains of Bulgaria.
HPTAE . Cliter ViS Qeoeplicspecti BilicvaeT Inis.soe; Ten of the griffon vultures which have been treated in the AMUS hospital

cies in 2010, in which we count on the cooperation of CISA- . ) ' ! W o [
INIA (@ specialised centre for the investigation of animal health) - % have been donated to Green Balkans, a Bulgarian organisation dedica-

for the processing and analysis of all the samples faken from y I F' ’ ted to nature conservation. Their intention is to reintroduce the Griffon Vul-

wild colonies. Additionally, at the end of this year, we also gai- ture followed, in future years, by the Black Vulture and Lammmergeier.

ned approval for a parallel study, in which we will geo- g e
reference the causes for admission to the AMUS hospital. We -
[y

would like to thank Fernando Esperdn and Irene Iglesias for the-
se new lines of investigation.

The study of the origin and nature of the health
problems of the patients and the reasons for
their admission to the Centre are two of the main
challenges presented by these projects.
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Griffon Vultures at AMUS, a few days be-
fore undertaking their long journey to the
Bulgarian mountains.
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Sponsor a wild

CIAL PR ity P ¥ anima

The Natu R A This campaign is a permanent fixture in our annual calendar.
D - . 2 Before spring gets underway it is re-launched, in order fo find
C Iq SS roo sponsors for the baby birds and animals which will arive during
the season. The group of public companies in Extremadura
fure, hence we have been able to em-

lov a part-time educator and offer a 5 Our colleague Alicia has, once again, been in charge [GPEX] lc'fJnCheq Gl cageliel fo fl_nd RO for
ﬁ. K p iy, od fo th | of the Nature Classroom this year. She has energi- our hospital patfients amongst their employees.
Ign-quality, varied programme 10 The i

ici i jects, in terms of education and public awareness. 8 They also helped fo finance the SIer
municipal schoolchildren. Very effectively. P [ duction of last year’s annual re-

Workshops, camping - port. In return, we here at

expedi'rion;, day ftrips, : - AMUS provided them with
and practical work at an interesting training
AMUS are just some of course..

the activities which we
have provided over the
course of the

The nature classroom is a pe

Sponsorships are not only important in terms of
fund-raising but also provide us with a unique way
of raising public awareness with regards to our
work.
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The volunteer programme at AMUS is nothing less .
than exemplary. This is proven by the testimonies of
the hundreds of volunteers who take part in our va-
rious projects annually. The feedback received from
the volunteers and from the staff they work with
points to something more valuable than a standard
volunteer programme. We would like o take the op-
portunity here to congratulate them and also say a
very sincere thank-you to everyone involved.
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The necessity to keep our
own training up-to-date has
motivated us to incorporate
this as part of our work.
Each year, via the GMC, a
group working in the field of
medicine as an aid to con-
servation, we organise a
number of seminars aimed
at keeping abreast with the
latest techniques across a
variety of disciplines.
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Training and investigation have grown to become important aspects of the work do- The commitment of AMUS Y

ne by AMUS. We have exceeded our initial goals in these areas and nowadays the LO V°'U"tefrbpf°9'amm_es

seminars, conferences and courses we offer are a reference point for hundreds of pgiggi"t"gin"in geg‘l’a"t}gri]" &

professionals, both at a national and a European level. The number of agreements particular note this year has

we have with universities continues to grow, not only in the case of undergraduates been the work done by Anto-

but also for post-graduate scholarship holders and students studying for a Master ‘s nio, a volunteer vet, who

degree.realizando masters has created a detailed docu-
‘ - ment on traumatology.

The specialised courses offered by AMUS have AMUS would like to thank
attracted a lot of interest from many types of stu- him and draw attention to
dent and also from professionals in the biomedi- his hard work and total com-
cal sector both here in Spain and across Europe. mitment to the project.
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During 2011 almost four hundred animals, more
than 50% of our admissions, have been reintrodu-
ced into the wild after being attended to at the
AMUS hospital.

| We have lost count of the number of
television reports we have filmed with
our colleagues from the programme
Extrenatura. It's always a pleasure to
work with them.

The preamble to another session in the operating
theatre. On some days there can be up to three
surgical operations or 25 new admissions. On the-
se occasions we have to be extremely well organi-
sed, in addition to everything else.

An eye examination on an Eagle Owl, in a
year which has presented us with many
eye injuries in nocturnal raptors, due to co-
llisions.

IWe have been able to make major advan-
8| ces in the treatment of our patients thanks

to improvements in surgical technique and
in the post-operative physiotherapy phase.
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Radio-tracking of the birds released during
“Pastando Biodiversidad”, one of our key

projects in 2011

Tenderness is sometimes a fun-
damental part of a high quality
and sacrificial job. More than
fifty martins and swifts, and mo-
re than one hundred fringilids,
assisted and controlled by our
colleague Sonia, who is in char-

This is not a dance, although
it may look like one. It is part
of the rehabilitation program-
me in open country, carried
out by volunteers. We have
achieved a notable increase
in the chances of successful
reintroduction using this tech-

f thi rt of th ice. nique.
Two Spanish Impe- ge of this part of the service

rial Eagles were res-
cued and brought to
the AMUS hospital.
Later they were sent
to the “Los Hornos”
Centre. They were
the first examples of
this species in the
history of our organi-

Here we have something out
of the ordinary. It's a Lastas-
. te’s Viper, the first one ever
The case of this Eagle Owl alar- g ' J admitted to AMUS.

med and upset a large number
of the public. It was admitted
with 18 shotgun pellets in its
body, having been fired at by a
hunter. The bird was operated
on twice to repair five fractures.
Illegal hunting is one of the
main threats faced by wild spe-
cies.

An image from the spec-
tacular video of thanks to
the volunteers of 2011,
created by our colleague
Ivan.

The unconventional lives of
the founders of AMUS were
the subject of the televsion
programme “Nada corriente”
(out of the ordinary). This is a
shot from the final recording,

On the long list of our supporters we
cannot forget one of our great am-
bassadors, Sara from Andalucia,
who has helped us with publicity
work, creating new links with a num-
ber of different organisations and fin-
ding us another source of volun-
teers amongst people attached to
wildlife parks.

Incubators handed over by a human
hospital for use in the intensive care
unit at AMUS. Increasingly we are re-
ceiving assistance with equipment and
other materials from laboratories, hos-
pitals and similar organisations. We
would like to thank Jasmina for her ro-
le in organising this.
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News of the work carried out at AMUS has spread. This is evidenced by
the many requests we are constantly receiving to attend the release of
animals back into the wild, to take part in the volunteer programme, to co-
me on our courses or to collaborate with us in some way, and also in the

growing number of calls asking us to collegtinjured or sick fauna.

We receive visits at AMUS from groups and organisa-
tions based in other parts of Europe, who contribute to
our work by sending donations. We would like to thank
Naturschutzverein and Orpheusverein for their help
and support and especially our great friend Manuela

The SEPRONA divi-
sion of the Guardia
Civil (Spanish Natio-
nal Police) is one of
the organisations
which, in conjunc-
tion with the Go-
vernment’s environ-
mental officers, is of
key importance in
contacting us about
injured animals.
They also deal with
any instances of law
breaking in relation

| to fauna and flora.

One of the toughest challenges which we have met and which
has required a huge effort on our part, is the provision of a per-
manent medical rescue service, available every day of the
year. It is one of the greatest responsibilities that we have ever
taken on and we are very proud of the service.

Almost without realising it our work comes to the attention of thou-
sands of people, and not via online social networks. Our daily
work in the area, year after year, is having an impact on the peo-
ple living in the rural populations of our region and this is one of
our prime objectives.

Provision of a service
specialised in mam-
mals is becoming of
increasing importan-
ce and we strive to
provide the equip-
ment, installations
and technically quali-
fied teams necessary
to enable us to meet
this need.
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We would like to give a huge vo- |

te of thanks to Vane and
for their help.
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